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Gzeat Caſe Put 


In ſome Modeſt 


QUERIES 


Humbly propoſed and tendred to Confideration , 


BY 
A true Lover of the Proteſtant Religion 
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2. Ser thy heart aright, and conſtantly endure , and make 
not haſte in time of troable. 


6. Believe in the Lord, and he will help thee; order thy 
way aright , and truſt in him. 


>J 


. Te that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy, and go nit 
aſide leſt ye fall. | 
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THE 


DER- 


know 3 That what T am 


now going upon 154 Subs 


Wl jet beſet with many and 
| orcat Prejudices ; and 


ſuch peradventure are 


the Heates aud Aninos 


ſuties of ſome hat calin Reaſon will hardly find 


"iiitance, However, upon this NG ( be- 


ing wot ſure, whether ever there may be an op- 


porianity a a1 4 iz the filence 0f 07ers 


4 j Ls # * 
PI 2 FN ot; H x 


ade tre on Fa EEE EEE ttt ere ad tedd oEoS..8 ad iit Tradtiodt%as as. A 
EW" - F, oats 6 
G 


| | To the Reader. 
more Able , I have adwentured to expreſs my 
honeſt thoughts (ſuch, I am ſure, they are 
in my Intendment ) whatever Cenſure they 
may undergoe from Biaſſed perſons, who Goa 
vern themſelves by Intere$t or Humour, by 


Fears and fealouſies, in thoſe Things, where. 
in the Concerns of the Government and Na- 
tion require the weightieft Conſideration, and 
the cleereſt Eviftion of Reaſon and Argu- 


Ment, 


Upon this account, T have thought fat to ſet 
forth this ſmall Traft by way of Queries: 
it being a thing, would not ſo much become 
my Meanneſs, to be Poſuive. _ Only the Two 
firf# Things , which I take for granted , I 
ſuppoſe no honeſt Engliſh-man or true Pro- 
teſtant will deny me. As to the things de- 
bated, I bawe ſo ſet them down by Croſs 
Queſtions, as they ſay Pro and Con , with 


that Evenneſs and Impartiality, that nei- 
ther 


| | To the Reader. 
ther fide can juſtly complain of me : and yet 
with that due Submiſſion &» Deferencesthat [ 
leave theDecifuon of them,where I ought,at the 
feet of my Superiours, They are ſuch Queſtt- 
ons too, moſily of that comprehenſrveneſs, that 
they will take-in the whole State, and may 
be both Inlarged in Themſelves , and Extend- 
ed alſo to all the minuteſt particularities of 
the Caſe. T could have brought many more; 
but Theſe being the Principal and moſt Ma- 


terial, the Reſolation and Iſiue of theſe will 
over-rule all Others of the like kind, 


[ mnft not leave this without a ſincere 
Proteftation , that I bave not put Pen to Pa- 
per upon any ſiniſter End or Deſign , but, with 
an upright Conſcience towards God and to- 
wards Men , IT have, according to my weak- 
neſs, diſcharged my mind, in an humble ſenſe 
rf that Duty and Regard, I owe to all my Go- 
wernonrs, (of whom the KING 5s ſupream,) 


and out of a hearty defere of my Conntries 
Ieal. Farewel, 
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T-HE 


GREAT CASE 


PUT HOME. 


He CASE of his R.H. being ſuch as will be 
made an Eternal Obſtruction ro His Majelties 
Afﬀairs, and ſuch as never ivill by Declamation 
and Harergue,but by cool Debate and ſober Rea 
ſon be determined ; I do in all humility propoſe 

that there are ſome things in the Caſe, that mult be grated, 

others that may be debated, 


The Things to be Gyaxted are theſe tivo, 


[. 


That the D. of Y. hath by proximity of Blood 4n u doubied 
Natwral Right te inberit and ſucceed, if the King (*%hom 
God lone preſerve) ſhould dy without Iſſue ; this being an Hee 
reaitary, mt an Eleftive Kingdom, 


B A Quzry 


6 
5 


C19) 
A Quzry ariſing from hence is ; 


How far Poſitrve Laws, made 1r to be made, do or may, ce- 
2ulate, linit and modify, or null and make void a Natural 
Right, ſuch as Succeſſion 19 an Hereditary Kingdom 1s a Main: 
one ? 


I1. 
| 0 
7 at true Chriſtian Religion, at /eaff rhe Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, 4 it hath» bere been profeſ# in England, doth not pretend 
70 preclude, uchar or hind:r the Right of Government, or ſo 
much as allow $ bjelts upon the account of Religion to mtermedadle ; 
but preſſeth Obea,ence to all lawful Governors, whatever the Per- 


ſous bs, - 
Tie Quzry from hence will be, 


How far Religion in any Nation, at leaſt how far the Pyo- 
teſtaut Religion in This, being ſo interwoven with the G overy- 
ment aS1t 1s, may, in caſeof a Perſecution to ariſe from a 
Succeſſor, be concern'd in providing aforehand for its own. 


iecuricy ? 


The Things, which may fall under Devare, 
are ſuch as theſe, 


G ; 


#hether an Ter of the Crown may net, whil'ſt a Subjefd, by 
fone Miſar meauor forfeit that Right, which Nature bath placed 


» him, to the Laws of the Country ? and whether the D. of Y. 


hath net ſo done, particularly by having (as it 1s irongly pre- 
ſum'd be hath) reconciled bimſelf to the Church of Rome ? 


1g 


C11) 


To this 1 ask ; Whether the Heir of the Crown his being 
a Papift (1f really ſuch) at any Rate, do in Law cauſe a For- 
feiture of his Right ? and then, #hethey a Preſumirve Crime 
(be ic what ic will) can by Law take away the Kight of any 
SubjeRs ERate?and Whether it be not hard meaiure for a Prince 
tobe deny2d the common right of every Subjeit, when ime 
pleaded as a Criminal ? which | is, that Sextexce do not paſs 
upon him, much leſs be put 1n Execution acainkt him, till he 
be Cited and ſummon'd to appear and anſwer for himſelf,or bz 
otheriiſe (omitted by due courſe of Lav ? 


IT, 


Whether the very Conſtitution of the Fngll ih Laws, a4 they 
vow hand, do uot inthe Intent and Purport of them, exclude a 
Popiſh Succeſſor, 45 One,who 'tis preſumed neither Will wor Car 
execute them ? ſecing they do not aller 1 ap!it ro be ſo much as 
4 Juilice of Peace, a Churchewarden, cy a Conlable ? 


To this I make theſe Demands, 


Whether there be not a vaſt difference berwixt an Inſerio: 
Magiſtrate, whoſe Place is a meer Truft, and a Soverargs: 
Jinn. 6 into his Ofhce by Right of Firth ? Whether a Di- 
{truſt of Him, being till bur matter of P reſumption, ought 
ro extinguiſh ſuch a Right ? and Yhesher that very Dittcult 
00 may not be ſatisfied by Limitations and Concellions a- 
oreed upon vith the Perſon concerned in the Succeſſion : ? ard 
whether the Word, Honor and Oath of ſuch a Verſon, oughc 
not among Chriſtians to be looked upon 2s ſufficient orounds 
of Belief and Afurance ? as it is vſual in other Cor ntries, . 
where different Re/jgrons are profciled;z it being a thing 
harcly practicadle to lay any. other 7 yes upon a Soreraign, or” 
to find out any Fxpedtert of another natwuce, that may be con- 
tent with CAtnjeſy. 

Þ 2 | 11}, WWherhes 
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II, 


Fhether (without any conſideration of Law) the bare Fore- 
fegbt of great Inconvenencies or publick. Miſchiefs, which may 
poſſibly or probably, nay muſt neceſſarily, and certainly will be - 
fal a People upon the ſucceſſion of the Right Heir into the Goe 
vernment, be not a warrantable reaſon for his Excluſion, to lay 
Him aſide a4 if be were not, and to ſet up eAnother in His 
ſtead ? | 


Let another Iik2 Quettion be pur ; 


If a Ch:iftian Prince coming rightfully ro the Throne, 
and having for ſome time quietly ſate therein, ſhould after- 
ward Apoſtatize from his Religion, and perſecute the Pro- 
feſlo:s of it : Whether ſuch an one may by Scripture or Law be 
expelled and turned out of his Poſſeſſion ? and, Whether the 
Caſe of Excluſion and Expulſion be not much-what the ſame ? 

and, Whether the Humor of ſome amongit Us may not be too 
like that of the /ſrae/ites, when for fear of Oppreffion they 
Revolced from the Succeſſor ro an Uſurper ? 


IV. 


Whether the Examples of our Fore-fathersr, who have por, 
fighter occaſions mace ſeveral Breathes and Interruptions in the 
Succellion, are no: 4 good Warrait for Hs at thu time, who | } 
under ſuch diſmal ard dreadful apprehenſions, to do the like ? 
and Whether this will 10t Ge a legal Exclution, which w fortified 
and confirmed by ſo many Precedents, ſince the Laws themſelves 
are over-rulcd and determinea by (nſtom and Pratiicet 


 _ To which may berejoined ; 
Whether it were in the power of our Fore-fithere, or be 
nov in Ours by any Law (for 1d prſſummws, quod Ture prſſn- 
| \ 
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mw) to alter that form or frame of Government, to which 
we are Born and Swors SubjeAts, and of which the Succeſſion 
is a main eſſential Point ? and by conſequence, Whether ir 
was not in them Illegal to lay alide ar any time the rigticful 
Succeſſor ? and Whether our following their Example in doing 
things Unlawful, can juſtthe the 1llegality of our aRings ? 
Fuither, though the Body of the Nation might be excuted 
in their ſubmitſion to ſuch as vere only de fatto Kings, and 
were not de jureſo; yet#hether Thoſe, who abetted and af. 
ſiſted ſuch Perſons to get into the Throne, and deferted and 
oppoſed the Lawful Heirs, were not highly Cuilty ; as in 
the caſe of King Srephen and CMand the Empreſs > And 
laſtly, Hoiyever Prathice may regnlate the Law in things In. 
different, and 1n matters of ſmaller Alloy ; yet Whether an 
unlawful Practice be not in it ſelf a plain doiwn-right viola- 
tion of Law ? | 
V, 


” Whether, upen the whole, the Excluſion of the D, together with 
the Union of the Vroteltanrs, be not the moſt effeflual, if not 
rhe. only Means of ſesaring our Religion, 414 keeping our Po- 
pery ? and conſequently 1n our Caſe, there being (as We ſay) 
10 other t,xpedient, Whether ab ſolute 1,911801ble Neceſſity which 
Reco no Law, do's rot inforce ws by ary means t9 preſerve our 


/eives © 


J 


To thts may be returned ; 


If the King, befide his Brotherl; AﬀeStion , could be ſ- 
tihed in Lew ind Conſciexce (ſeeing that an Hereditary 
Kin: com i: Feauum #59 alenavile, as the Crontians term it) to 
comply &1.h, and rogire 11s content tothe Excluarng Bull ; 
yer, #hbe:,:r ihe E.nc'r/i4n of the D. wil nor probably draw 
as M1 Conornents aft $. 11, 2rd invelve the Nation in as great 


% 


Hizarus, 33 the £ar-'ica of him would poflibly do? and, 
Yhetiror tn MHritios ef Frateſsai.: '1f 1r be only Into LE 
"i165, and not invo meriods of Forſkip) be nor in effect to 

eſtabliſh. 


(14) 


eitabliſh and legalize Schiſmin all its civitions ; and by pro- 
viding a ſecure ſhelter for Komiſh Prieſts and Emiſſaries among 
our Sets (where.no 1e8.inall reach them) 1t will not prove a 
very likely Means,in time, of betraying us to Popery ? moſt of 
| thoſe Sets in theſe late licentious Times, having been Influs 
enced and Principled by that Party, who have made the 
oreareſt Advantages to their own Hopes from our Diviſions - 
which by ſuch a Comprehenſion, will be ſo far from being nt- 
ted to ts, or among Themſelves, that they will be Efabliſhed 
apart and ſeverally by Law, and paſs in ſhort time for the 
molt conſiderable part of the National Religion? And as to 
Neceſſity, the laſt Refuge ; Whether, let our Circumſtances 
be what they will, there can be any neceſſity laid upon any 
man to Sin, to do Evil ? and though Self-preſervation be the 
vreat Principle of Nature, whether it oughc to be indeavored 
by unla»s fal inairet means ; ſince our Savior tells us, chat 
He that will ſave his life, in that manner, ſhall looſe it ? and 
#hether the Apoſtles Rule in all dubious and hazardous Caſes, 
be not belt and ſafeſt for Chriſtians to follow, Wor to de evil, 
that good may com? thereof ? 


The Sum of Allis this ; 


That this (aſe of Succeſſion, though it ſeem directly to 
caſt an evil Aſpe& upon Ke/rgrion and the Proteſtant Cauſe a- 
monglt us, yer really and ultimately 1t reſolves ic ſelf into a 
Givil Grieuance, as that which may couch Life, Liberty, 
Property, &c. by bringing in Arbitrary Power alone with 
it, which Sxper/tit:ox 15 too apt todo, Wherefore 1t were 
co be Wiſhed, Thar ſome of the moſt Lerrned in both Facul- 
cies of Low and Divinity might be conſulted with, and re- 


quired to give their Jndgment. For if Hemry the Fighth,' 


who was not over-curious to govern himſelf by other mens 
Opinion 2nd Advice, Cid think fit to propoſe the Divorce of 
the Oute:, who hid been hi3 Brothers Wiſe, to ſeveral /{»i- 
verſutier, &c, aninot to determin the matter without ſuch a 


(one 


a 
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Conſultation: How mucn more will it becom the Wiſdom of a 
Nat 10s to uſe the like leaſurely and tender Care in ſo Weigh- 
ty a matter as the disablrhg the [nherirarce of the Crows 


may prove ? 


May a merciful God, whoſe immediate In- 


terpoſal alone can heal our Niſtempers, and 


reſcuens from thoſe Nangers,we are too for- 
ward to bring upon our ſelves, direc} and 
proſper the Publick Counlels, and may he 
ecrer preſerve our Crracious Soveraign, whoſe 

Life will be our be$# Security: an1 may IWe, 
as becomes Loyal and dutiful Subjes, en- 
deawor to make hs Lif e Comfortable (that it 
may be Long) by ſupplying proportionable 
Aids to our Neceſvities at Home, and by 
giving ſuitable Inconragements to our Alli- 
ances abroad: mwiich as it will be for His 
Majeſties Honor, ſo will it be 'no Teſs for 
Our own preſent Security. 
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